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           St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Isle of Hope 
      The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – Proper 24A                
 An Order for Communion under Special Circumstances   
                                     October 18, 2020 
 

             We are a welcoming community of faith and love that serves one another  
                          and seeks to draw others to God through our ministries.   

Opening Music 
 

The Officiant opens with the collect of the day saying, 

The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                BCP p 235 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory 
among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confessions of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS  
 

The First Lesson 
                                                                                                            

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.                          Thessalonians 1:1–10 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and 
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers 
and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. For the Word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
that is coming. The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

THE PSALM  
 

Psalm 96: 1-13                                      BCP p 725   
 

1    Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2    Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3    Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 
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4    For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
5    As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
6    Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
7    Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
8    Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
9    Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 
10   Tell it out among the nations: “ The Lord is King! * 
       he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11   Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
      let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12   Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
       before the Lord when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 
13   He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 
 

The Gospel                                   Matthew22:15-22 

A reading from the gospel according to Matthew. 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOMILY  
 

Officiant Let us reaffirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.                                 BCP p 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 



  

 

3 

 

 

    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God    
    from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and  
    was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he          
        ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom         
    will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken     
     through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR AN ELECTION SEASON 
   

Litanist   Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom and understanding, 
watch over this nation during this time of election. Help us to see how our faith informs our 
principles and actions.  God, our creator, 
People   Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this privilege and responsibility 
with the care and awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of 
faith. God, our creator, 
People   Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   Guide us through this election as a nation, state, and community as we vote for people 
to do work on our behalf and on the behalf of our communities. Help us to vote for people and 
ballot initiatives that will better our community and our world so it may reflect the values Christ 
taught us.  God, our creator, 
People    Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist  Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth – communities 
that will protect the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and 
heard, and listen to everyone’s voice.  God, our creator, 
People   Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common 
good and do as you have called us to do – to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you 
through creation.  God, our creator, 
People     Guide us in truth and love. 
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Litanist   Help us act out of love, mercy and justice rather than out of arrogance or fear. God, our 
creator,  
People   Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   Lord, continue to guide us as we work for the welfare of this world. We pray for places 
that are torn by violence, that they may know peace.  God, our creator, 
People   Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   We pray for communities who are struggling with inequality, unrest, and fear. May we 
all work toward reconciliation with one another and with God.  God, our creator, 
People    Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   Help us to listen in love, work together in peace, and collaborate with one another as 
we seek the betterment of our community and world.  God, our creator, 
People     Guide us in truth and love. 
 

Litanist   Let us now make our confession together as one family and receive the assurance of 
God’s grace and pardon for ourselves and each other.   
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN                                          BCP p 360                             

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

A deacon or lay person using the preceding form remains kneeling, and substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your." 

Officiant Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Officiant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

The Sacrament is administered with the following or other words 
 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  Amen. 
Or 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  Amen.  
 

Music during Communion 
 
 

For those who do not have access to communion from the reserve sacrament, you are invited to pray this prayer:  

Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all 
the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for 
the means of grace and the hope of glory. And particularly for the blessings given me…. I believe 
that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with 
all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this 
life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.                  

                                                                                                                                            BCP p 399 
 

Officiant  Let us pray.  Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy 
Communion of the Body and Blood of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge 
of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our sins, 
strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS  
 

THE BLESSING                     
 

THE DISMISSAL    
Deacon         Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People          Thanks be to God.   
 

Announcements 
More feedback requested! The Vestry is moving forward with a plan to offer in-person in the 
church services on Sunday mornings beginning November 1st. We will also continue to live-stream 
and offer a Sunday service virtually. Please, fill out a short survey to help us as we make our plans. 
The survey will close Monday at 5:pm. You received the survey from your email last Wednesday. 
Hard copies are available in the chapel and are printed on the back of this bulletin. 

Outdoor Evening Prayer on Tuesday, October 20 at 6:PM in the back parking lot of St. 
Thomas.  Participants will need to be prepared to socially distance. Be sure to wear your masks 
and bring camp chairs to sit in. A sign-up in advance is needed to attend. Make a reservation by 
clicking the link below: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ea4ad28a0fdc25-evening or 
call the church office.  If you contact the church, you will be required to bring a signed copy of the 
St. Thomas covenant to the event you attend. Once we have a signed copy on file, you will not 
need to do this for every event you attend. The covenant is included in the online registration and  

is available in the Chapel. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ea4ad28a0fdc25-evening
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Copies of the Booklet “Prayers for the Election” are available in the Chapel, as are copies of  
Forward Day-by-Day, and the Sunday bulletin with the prayer list and survey included. 

From the booklet Prayers for the Election; for the week of October 18-24. 
 

Oct 18: Pray for peace among the nations - Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations 
of the world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the 
fruit of righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Oct 19: Pray for every human heart - Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so 
move every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which 
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, 
we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Oct 20: Pray for those who influence public opinion - Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in 
every age by many voices:  Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and 
write what many read; that they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, its 
mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Oct 21: Pray for these times of conflict - O God, you have bound us together in a common life. 
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred 
or bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Oct 22: Pray for the nation - Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We 
humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad 
to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us 
from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the 
authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through 
obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee 
to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Oct 23: Pray for guidance - O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up 
in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou 
wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in 
thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Oct 24: Pray for the unity of the Church in this time of division - Almighty Father, whose blessed 
Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: 
Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one 
body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 



  

 

7 

 

 

 
 
 

Intercession List 
 
TRIP Franklin 
TAYLOR Summerell 
MOLLY McGoldrick 
BETTIE Shore 
FRITZ Knarr 
SELINA Johnson 
DORIE Nichols 
TANYA 
SARAH 
SKY 
KITTY Hill 
RAEGAN Highsmith 
LEM Highsmith 
MIKE Winters  
CHERYL Hoffman 
EVELYN Ussery 
CHRIS Daniels  
THOMAS Regal  
MARK Case 
BENNETT Smith 
PHIL Hope 
KATHY McCurry 
BARBARA Odermatt 
ELEANOR Fennell  
BILL Wall 
SHANE Cummins 

RHANDA Wilson 
JOE Keith 
KENT, CLAIRE & OLIVER    
CHARLES Corbell, Jr. 
SARALYN Porter 
JOSEPHINE & FINLEY  
PHYLLIS Posey 
CHARLIE 
JULIE McIntosh 
SHERRY Richardson 
WILL Quaile 
ALISHA Quante 
WAYLON 
JANET 
PADGE Arrington 
RUSTY Youmans 
MIKE Cashwell 
CALVI FAMILY 
WOOD FAMILY 
DEBORAH MAHANY &    
    FAMILY 
ALEXANDRA 
PEPPI 
NANCY Young 
USHER Gay  
RICHARD & VANIA  

BUBBA Groover 
LEIANN & Tony 
JANIS Quinn 
MARY MARGARET  
     Lemburg 
CONNIE Burke 
SARAH Burnes 
ANDRE & LYNN Dyers 
THE JORDAN/HARDNETT  
       FAMILY 
BETSY Turner 
TRAIS Gay Sneed 
TERRY Webb 
SHAWN Harris 
NATILIE Deriso 
MIKE 
ELEANOR Foster 
BAKER FAMILY 
DALE Hendrix, Jr. 
MARY Webb 
PEGGY & PETER 
 
 
 

 
Our Servicemen & Women:  Bruce Ford-Coates, Geoff Radley, Toni  Paruso, Joseph Winters, Brian 
Stott, Andy Cameron, Christopher Dulaney, Christopher Collins, Michael Deloach, Hudson Tanner, 
Seth Eastman II, Ben Jared Peterson, Brent McDowell, Chandler Edwards, Mitchel Godbey 
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Please take a moment to fill out this form and return it to the church office or Rev. Melanie. 
 
 

St. Thomas In-Person Worship Survey #2 

 

A survey about potential in-person service opportunities at St. Thomas 
 

Name * 
                          __________________________________________________________ 

 
Would you be willing to come to a service of Holy Eucharist on Sunday mornings 
inside the church (with appropriate safety protocols in place) beginning 
November 1? * 

 Yes 

 No 
 

If you did not attend an outdoor service this month, why not? * 

 I did attend. :-) 

 Safety Concerns 

 Scheduling Issues 

 Prefer Indoor Service 

 Prefer a Service of Holy Eucharist 

 Other: _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

          I plan to attend in person worship in the church. My preferred time is * 

 8:00AM 

 8:30AM 

 9:00AM 

 10:00AM 

 Time slot doesn't matter. I'll be there any time! 

 Not Applicable - I do not plan to attend in person worship at this time. 
 

I plan to continue with virtual worship. My preferred time is * 

 10:00AM 

 10:30AM 

 11:00AM 

 Time Slot doesn't matter. I'll tune in at any time! 

 Not Applicable - I do not plan to worship virtually. 
 

* Indicates required fields. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScowzQaG6ueiN1aXyPb_CoVa4HJIvC0NrlyoVnSsnkP0VepRw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link

