
Guidelines for Outdoor Worship at St. Thomas (Phase One) 

Amended on November 16, 2020 

Timing: Beginning October 8, 2020. Amended to add Holy Eucharist. 

Proposed Gatherings: Pet Blessing on October 8 (Outside). Regular Outdoor Services. 
Rain or shine. Sunday morning outdoor Eucharist to begin November 1, 2020. 

Procedures and the decision to return require approval by the rector and ¾ of the 
Vestry. We review 3 key metrics from the regional health department.  

• Daily Case Rate per 100K: Yellow is 1-10, and green is <1, so we still have a 
distance to go.  https://covid19.gachd.org/daily-case-rate-per-100000/ 

•  14-day Community Transmission: Anything over 100 is considered 
high.  https://covid19.gachd.org/community-transmission-index/ 

• Percentage of Positive Tests: To be in the "green," this number needs to be below 
5%. https://covid19.gachd.org/percentage-of-positive-tests/ 

Per diocesan guidelines, a return to worship will require at least ¾ of the Vestry to 
approve the timeline and procedures. This return to in-person worship may be 

suspended or cancelled for public health concerns at any time by the rector upon 
advising the Vestry and Bishop. When any 2 of the 3 metrics approaches the unsafe red 
level, all in-person will cease until levels return to the safer levels. 

General Guidelines/Overview 

• Outside worship may last up to 1 hour and have no more than 75 attendees.  

• Inside gatherings will last no more than 40 minutes and have no more than 50 
attendees. 

• Parishioners who are sick or at high risk are asked to stay home and worship 
online. 

• The entire worship service will be printed in single-use worship booklets.  

• Reservations and contact information will be required. Process outlined below.  

• Offering baskets will be placed at in visible places.   

• People not living in the same home should keep at least 6 feet of distance, if not 
more. If the congregation will be singing, there must be at least 12 feet between 
individuals or family units.  

• No refreshments are offered following worship.  

Building Logistics 

• Bathrooms available for emergency use. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at in various locations around the gathering 
space.   

 

https://covid19.gachd.org/daily-case-rate-per-100000/
https://covid19.gachd.org/community-transmission-index/
https://covid19.gachd.org/percentage-of-positive-tests/


Requirements for those Attending 

• Registration will be required by Thursday at 2pm for a Sunday event and Monday 
at 5 pm for a mid-week event and available via 

o online electronic forms (signup genius)  
o email or call to the parish administrator  

• The ushers will use a printed copy of the signup sheet to mark people as present.  

• If space is available at 5 minutes prior to start time, those who didn’t sign up in 
advance may sign in and provide contact information, but not to exceed 50 
people. 

• Registration in advance will include contact information.   Anyone arriving who 
has not signed up in advance will be required to leave contact information. 

• Registration for any event (either in advance or on the day of) will signify the 
individual or family agree to the covenant of conduct for St. Thomas events. (see 
attached) 

• Masks will be required to be worn by everyone over the age of 2.  

• Parishioners should bring their own masks, but masks will be available for those 
who do not have their own.  

• Temperatures will be taken for indoor gatherings until further notice. Anyone 
with a temperature over 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to stay.  All will be 
required to answer three Covid questions before entering the worship area.  

• Information about contact tracing will be printed in the bulletin. 

• Individuals counting the offering after worship should maintain proper physical 
distancing while doing so. 

• People are asked to bring their own folding “camp” chairs for outdoor worship.  
For larger services (like Christmas Eve), we will provide and place chairs.  

Worship 

• Our worship services will be by reservation.  

• Physical distancing requirements (minimum of 6 feet or 12 feet if singing) will be 
observed at all times during the service. Places will be pre-determined and 

marked ahead of time. 

• Sanitizer stations will be placed at convenient locations throughout.   

• Following worship, people will follow physical distancing guidelines as they 
depart.  

• Communion guidelines: Ushers will direct communicants by family units to 

receive communion or a blessing starting at the areas nearest the pavilion.  Face 

masks are required when you come forward to receive communion You may 

consume your consecrated host in your seat or at the communion station under 

your mask. The Celebrant will wear a mask during communion and will wash 

her hands thoroughly with hot water at the offertory while the Deacon sets the 

table. Communicants are asked to keep their hands as flat as possible when 



receiving communion to help the Celebrant avoid cross contamination. If cross-

contamination does occur, the Deacon will step in to administer communion. 

Only the consecrated bread will be distributed. 

• Dismissal at end of service - Usher will release family units one at a time 

starting at the back of the worship area to ensure exits do not become crowded 

as people leave. Worshipers are discouraged from congregating after the 

conclusion of the service.  

 

Contact Tracing Notice: 

If you test positive for COVID-19 within 5 days of attending this worship service or 

gathering, please notify the church office or one of the clergy immediately. Your 
confidentiality will be maintained, but we will notify those who were present that they 
may have possibly been exposed to the virus. We will also notify the health department 
and Canon Loren Lasch on the bishop’s staff in accordance with Diocesan policy.  

If you have been present at a worship service or other event at St. Thomas with someone 
who tested positive for COVID-19 within 5 days of this gathering, we will notify you 
immediately that you may have been exposed to the virus. All confidentiality will be 

maintained.  

 

 

 


